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34,793 herds provided 2,200,652 qualified lactations in 2020. With a decrease of 5.2% of the herd number and of 

5.7% of the qualified lactations these figures confirm the trend observed since a few years. The three main French 

national breeds (Prim’Holstein, Montbéliarde and Normande) represent henceforth 91% of the total of qualified 

lactations (-0.6% compared to 2019). With 46.8% the percentage of herds with more than 60 qualified lactations 

slightly decrease in 2020 (47.5% in 2019, 45.1% in 2018 and 40.1% in 2017). The part of the qualified lactations 

they represent follow the same trend and decrease to 68.6% (69 % in 2019, 66.9% in 2018 and 63.1% in 2017). 

With an average milk production for complete lactations at 8,707 Kg, the milk yield is increasing in 2020 (+ 261kg). 

In the same time the average lactation duration is increasing to reach 339 days (+5 days). Mean fat and protein 

rates reach respectively to 40.5 g/kg for fat (+0.4) and 32.8 g/kg for proteins (+0.3). The increasing milk, fat and 

protein yields observed in 2020 must be seen in relation to the evolution of the causes of non-qualification in 

force since March 2020 and the impact of which will be to confirm in the coming years. The noticeable 

improvement in somatic cell count situation observed for several years is confirmed. The proportion of lactations 

for which all the test-dates obtain cell counts lower than 300.000 cells and the proportion of lactations having at 

least 2 test-dates with cell counts higher than 800.000 reach respectively 40.8% et 12.3%. 


